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ABSTRACT
Background: The various herbal remedies have been used in Ayurveda 
which symbolizes traditional medicine system since ancient times. The 
increasing popularity of herbal medicines has prompted us toward the 
development of natural therapeutics for preventing neurodegenerative 
disease such as Alzheimer’s disease (AD) in living organisms. This study 
focused on a flavonoid compound 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone (DMF) 
also known as acacetin which is a major constituent of Premna 
odorata  (L.) plant. This bioactive flavonoid exhibits several medicinal 
properties such as antimicrobial, anti‑inflammatory, antioxidant, and 
anti‑carcinogenic. Objective: The aim is to determine the protective 
effects of DMF against amyloid beta  (Aβ)‑induced toxicity and 
oxidative stress in transgenic Caenorhabditis elegans model of AD. 
Materials and Methods: The therapeutic potential of DMF treatments 
(5, 25, and 50 µM) was investigated to counteract Aβ paralysis and oxidative 
stress through paralysis assay, reactive oxygen species (ROS) detection, 
protein carbonylation, aldicarb assay, and mRNA quantification using 
transgenic C. elegans model of AD. Results: The present study reports 
that DMF effectively delayed Aβ‑induced paralysis, attenuated ROS 
level reduced protein carbonylation and conferred aldicarb resistance. 
In addition, DMF was also found to up‑regulate the expression of stress 
modulating (sod‑1, sod‑2, sod‑3, ctl‑1, hsp‑16.2, and gst‑4), acetylcholine 
transporter(unc-17), regulator of nicotinic acetylcholine receptor (unc-50), 
and choline acetyltransferase (cha‑1) related genes. Conclusion: These 
findings suggest DMF may provide protection against Aβ toxicity and 
oxidative stress due to its antioxidant activity. Therefore, the bioactive 
flavonoid DMF may provide invaluable medicinal and health benefits 
which can delay the onset of age‑related diseases.
Key words: 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone, Alzheimer’s disease, 
Caenorhabditis elegans, flavonoid, neurodegenerative disease

SUMMARY
•  DMF effectively delayed amyloid beta induced paralysis in transgenic C. 

elegans model of AD
•  DMF reduced intracellular ROS level, protein carbonylation and conferred 

aldicarb resistance in transgenic worms
•  DMF up-regulated the expression of stress modulating (sod-1, sod-2, sod-

3, ctl-1, hsp-16.2 and gst-4), acetylcholine transporter (unc-17), regulator of 
nicotinic acetylcholine receptor (unc-50) and choline acetyltransferase (cha-1) 
associated genes

•  DMF exhibited protection against amyloid beta toxicity and oxidative stress 
due to its antioxidant activity. 

Abbreviations used: DMF: 5, 7-dihydroxy-4-methoxyflavone; ROS: 
Reactive oxygen species; C. elegans: Caenorhabditis elegans; AD: 
Alzheimer’s disease; Aβ: Amyloid beta; DMSO: Dimethyl sulphoxide; 
NGM: Nematode growth media; ACh: Acetylcholine; Ald: Aldicarb; APP: 
Amyloid precursor protein.
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INTRODUCTION
Alzheimer’s disease  (AD) is a growing menace for modern societies 
which increases with age and occurs with frequency of 5% in people 
above the age of 60  years. According to AD international report, 
approximately 36 million people were affected from this disease.[1] 
Although, the effective treatment has not been found yet for this disease. 
Therefore, it is necessary to focus our research to develop new possible 
disease‑modulating natural bioactive compounds. The medicinal 
plants and their secondary metabolites are rich sources of biologically 
active compounds. The naturally occurring dietary flavonoids have 
been demonstrated to possess a wide range of biological activities such 

as antioxidative, detoxification, anti‑inflammatory, and regulation 
of signalling pathway which have been considered to be promising 
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approach for preventing age‑related neurodegenerative diseases.[2‑4] 
Premna odorata L.(Lamiaceae) plant is a medicinal plant conventionally 
used in the treatment of tuberculosis, vaginal irrigation, and respiratory 
diseases.[5,6] 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone  (DMF) is most abundant 
flavonoid found in this plant which exhibits several pharmacological 
and medicinal properties.[7‑9] Besides different properties of DMF, in our 
previous study lifespan extension and stress resistance properties of DMF 
were reported in wildtype Caenorhabditis elegans.[10] Therefore, it has been 
previously reported that the anti‑aging compounds also possess potential 
to protect against several age‑related neurodegenerative diseases.[11‑13] 
AD is characterized by the aggregation of amyloid beta peptide (Aβ1‑42) 
and cell death in the brain. The amyloid beta (Aβ)‑induced toxicity and 
oxidative stress both are thought to be genetic and lifestyle‑related major 
risk factors for AD which may cause neuronal cell injury in the brain.[14,15] 
Aβ is one of the important proteins in the AD which can take distinct 
conformation, form aggregates, and act together with different cellular 
processes. Furthermore, the aggregation of oligomeric Aβ form senile 
plaques which are abundant in the brain of AD patient. The oxidative 
damage elevates the formation of Aβ resulted from cleavage product 
of amyloid precursor protein and aggregation in AD.[16‑18] The model 
organism C. elegans has gained increasing importance for studying 
biological processes on the molecular and cellular level because they are 
inexpensive and easy to experimentally manipulate.[19,20] The genetics 
of soil nematode C. elegans is being deployed in opposition to few of 
the most intractable and economically significant neurodegenerative 
diseases in modern medicine. To investigate the neuroprotective effect of 
DMF on the whole organism, we utilized the unique transgenic C. elegans 
model (CL4176) expressing the human Aβ1‑42 which exhibits paralysis on 
the induction of human Aβ1‑42. To understand the therapeutic potential 
of flavonoid DMF against AD, we performed several experiments with 
different doses of DMF (5, 25, and 50 µM) using a transgenic C. elegans 
models CL4176 and CL2006.
The present study suggests that flavonoid DMF delays Aβ‑induced paralysis, 
alleviates oxidative stress, reduces protein carbonyl contents and provides 
resistance against aldicarb in transgenic C. elegans model of AD. Therefore, 
the study findings may provide a better understanding of neuroprotective 
and antioxidant properties of DMF to develop new strategies for natural 
therapy against age‑related neurodegenerative diseases, which, however, 
requires further investigation in other model organisms.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Test compound
DMF  [Figure  1] was obtained from Sigma‑Aldrich  (St. Louis, MO, 
USA), stock solution (10 mM) of DMF was prepared in 10% of dimethyl 
sulfoxide  (DMSO, Sigma‑Aldrich). The final concentration of DMSO 
did not exceed 0.05% in the food  (Escherichia coli strain OP50). The 
treatments for experimental strains were added directly to the food 
source, and the test concentrations of DMF were used as 5, 25, and 
50 µM with respect to 0.05% DMSO control for experiments.

Caenorhabditis elegans strains, culture and 
maintenance
C. elegans strains, namely, wild‑type strain N2 (Bristol), the transgenic 
nematode strains CL4176  (smg‑1ts  [myo‑3/Aβ1‑42 long 3’‑untranslated 
region]), CL2006 (unc‑54/Aβ1‑42), and E. coli OP50 were obtained from 
Caenorhabditis Genetics Centre (University of Minnesota, Minneapolis, 
MN, USA). The expression of muscle‑specific Aβ1‑42 in CL4176 
depends on temperature up‑shift from 16°C to 25°C, whereas CL2006 
strain constitutively expresses a body wall muscle‑specific Aβ1‑42. The 
wild‑type  N2 and transgenic CL2006 were cultured at 20°C, whereas 
CL4176 at 16°C on solid nematode growth medium  (NGM) seeded 

with live E.  coli OP50 food lawn. The age synchronized worms were 
obtained after sodium hypochlorite treatment.[21] The worms were fed 
with compound starting from the egg.

Paralysis assay
The accumulation of protein aggregates and oxidatively damaged proteins 
play a significant role in neurological decline which contributes aging 
and age‑related disease.[22,23] Thus, the paralysis assay was performed to 
investigate the potential efficacy of DMF treatments by using a transgenic 
strain CL4176. The age synchronized CL4176L1 worms (100 worms/plate) 
were grown on NGM plates containing live OP50 food with or without 
DMF treatments (5, 25, and 50 µM) at 16°C. After reaching the L3 stage, the 
temperature was increased from 16°C to 25°C to induce the expression of 
Aβ1‑42.

[24] The paralysis in the worms was scored 18–20 h after temperature 
upshift at 2 h interval until all the worms were paralyzed. The worms were 
counted as paralyzed if they failed to respond after prodding. The assay 
was performed three times independently. Kaplan–Meier method was 
used to compare the survival curves. The time in hours posttemperature 
upshift at which 50% of worms were completely paralyzed/dead (PT50) 
was calculated from the paralysis curve. The experiment was performed 
in three independent trials.

Reactive oxygen species detection in transgenic 
Caenorhabditis elegans
The aggregation of Aβ peptide causes an elevation in free radical 
formation and intracellular ROS which create an imbalance in 
cellular redox system. The intracellular ROS levels were measured 
in DMF treated  (5, 25, and 50 µM) or untreated day 4 transgenic 
C. elegans (CL2006) using 2,7‑dichlorofluorescein diacetate (DCF‑DA) 
dye. The age synchronized worms were washed with M9 buffer and 
collected into 300 µL of phosphate buffered saline with 0.1% Tween 
20 in the Eppendorf tubes. The worms were transferred into the 96‑well 
plate and 1.5 µL of 10 mM DCF‑DA dye were added to each well at 
37°C.[25] The quantification of fluorescence was recorded for 120  min 
at every 20 min intervals using SpectraMax M2 multimode microplate 
reader (molecular devices) at 485 nm excitation and 530 nm emission. 
The experiment was performed three times independently.

Protein carbonylation assay
The effect of DMF  (5, 25 and 50 µM) treatments on protein carbonyl 
content was demonstrated in wild‑type  N2 and CL2006 transgenic 

Figure 1: Structure of 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone compound
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worms according to the protocol described by Hawkins et al.[26] The adult 
day 5 worms were homogenized to obtain diluted protein concentration 
approximately 1 mg/ml. About 250 µL of diluted homogenate mixture 
was taken into separate centrifuge tubes. The 250 µL volume of 10 mM 
2,4‑dinitrophenylhydrazine (dissolved in 2 N HCl) was added to tubes, 
vortexed and kept in the dark for 20 min. The 125 µl volume of 10% (w/v) 
trichloroacetic acid was added, mixed thoroughly and kept at −20°C for 
20 min. The tubes were then centrifuged, the obtained pellet was washed 
off thrice with organic solvent ice‑cold ethanol:ethylacetate  (1:1  v/v). 
The pellet was redissolved in 1 ml of 6 M guanidine hydrochloride and 
the absorbance was taken at 370 nm. The experiment was performed in 
three independent manners.

Aldicarb assay
This assay was carried out to investigate the effect of DMF (5, 25 and 
50 µM) on day 2 wild‑type N2 and CL2006 worms in the presence of 
acute and chronic aldicarb. For acute aldicarb assay, the aldicarb (1 mM) 
plates were prepared before 1  h of experiment and age synchronized 
embryos were grown on treatment NGM plates containing live OP‑50 
till their adulthood. The adult wildtype and CL2006 worms were washed 
off with M9 and placed on aldicarb plate and scored paralysis for 6 h at 
the interval of every 30 min.[27,28] The worms which did not response to 
repeated prodding considered as paralyzed.
In the chronic aldicarb assay, the plates were prepared by adding 
aldicarb  (final concentration 0.1 mM) to the agar before pouring. For 
the chronic aldicarb assay, DMF treatment/aldicarb was given from 
embryo stage till death in wild‑type and CL2006 worms. The lifespan 
of wildtype and CL2006 worms were recorded till their death. The assay 
was repeated three times independently.

Quantitative real‑time polymerase chain reaction
The age synchronized CL2006 worms were treated with DMSO (0.05%) 
or 25 µM DMF for 72 h and grown under standard laboratory conditions 
at 20°C. Total RNA was isolated from day 2 adult worms using 
RNAzol (MRC, USA). The first strand cDNA was synthesized using the 
cDNA synthesis kit (Invitrogen) according to manual’s instruction. The 
mRNA expression level of genes sod‑1, sod‑2, sod‑3, hsp‑16.2, ctl‑1, gst‑4, 
unc‑17, unc‑50, and cha‑1 was quantified with respect to housekeeping 
gene β‑actin (actin‑1) used as an endogenous control. Furthermore, this 
experiment was performed using the SYBR green detection method 
on an Applied Bio‑systems 7900HT fast real‑time polymerase chain 
reaction (PCR) system. Relative‑fold changes of the expressed gene were 
calculated using the comparative Ct (ΔΔCt) method. The experiment was 
repeated in three independent trials.

Statistical analysis
The significant difference between the survival of control and treated worms 
was determined using the Kaplan–Meier survival assay in MedCalc software. 
The results are presented as mean lifespan ± standard error (SE). Other data 
were statistically analyzed using ANOVA in ASSISTAT statistical assistance 
software. All bar graphs show the mean of biologically independent samples 
and error bars demonstrate ± SE of the mean. Difference between the data 
was considered as statistically significant at P ≤ 0.05.

RESULTS
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone alleviates amyloid 
beta‑induced paralysis in transgenic Caenorhabditis 
elegans
To determine the effects of DMF treatments on Aβ‑induced toxicity, we 
conducted paralysis assay using temperature inducible transgenic strain 

CL4176 which expresses human Aβ1‑42 peptide in muscle cells. The age 
synchronized worms were fed with different concentrations of DMF (5 µM, 
25 µM, and 50 µM) or control (0.05% DMSO) for 48 h before temperature 
upshift and then scored for paralysis. The result exhibited time course study 
of Aβ expression induced paralysis by comparing survival curves between 
nontreated control and DMF treated CL4176 worms. Furthermore, we 
observed that control worms were started to become paralyzed and die due 
to the expression of Aβ1‑42 after 24 h of the temperature upshift. Therefore, 
Figure 2a represents that Aβ‑induced paralysis was delayed in DMF treated 
worms as compared to nontreated control. In addition, we determined 
PT50 value, the time at which 50% of worms were paralyzed or dead after 
temperature upshift.[29,30] In contrast, the 50% worms were paralyzed or 
dead in control  (0.05% DMSO) worm at 29  h  (PT50) after temperature 
upshift. The PT50 in 25 µM was significantly increased by 34 h (P = 0.01) 
as compared to other tested concentrations 5 µM (PT50 = 32 h, P = 0.03), 
50 µM (PT50 = 30 h, P = 0.23) and control  [Figure 2b and Table 1]. The 
Aβ‑induced paralysis was delayed in the presence of all three concentrations 
of DMF (5 µM, 25 µM and 50 µM). The maximum percentage of transgenic 
worms were found nonparalyzed in the presence of DMF 25 µM as 
compared to other tested doses and control. Thus, DMF possesses potential 
to alleviate Aβ‑induced toxicity/paralysis in transgenic AD model.

5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone attenuates 
reactive oxygen species level in amyloid beta 
expressing transgenic Caenorhabditis elegans
Previous studies have established that oxidative stress plays a pivotal 
role in neurodegenerative diseases like AD.[15,22] This study investigated 
that whether antioxidant properties of DMF might provide protection 
against Aβ‑induced toxicity in transgenic AD model. To determine the 
protective effect of DMF against intracellular reactive oxygen species (ROS), 
transgenic CL2006 worms were grown in presence or absence of DMF 
treatments  (5, 25 and 50 µM) as compared to nontreated control  (0.05% 
DMSO). The DMF supplementation exhibited low intracellular accumulation 
of ROS in 25 µM (39%, P = 0.0005) followed by 5 µM (60.7%, P = 0.0013) 
and 50 µM (62.5%, P = 0.0006) in treated CL2006 worms as compared to 
untreated control [Figure 3]. These findings indicate that alleviation in Aβ 
induced toxicity might be due to antioxidative properties of DMF which 
provides protection against intracellular ROS in the transgenic worms.

5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone reduces the 
protein carbonyl content in wild‑type and 
transgenic Caenorhabditis elegans
The most proximal cause of age‑related neurodegenerative diseases 
is an accumulation of cellular and molecular damage over time driven 
by the production of ROS in the normal mitochondrial functions. The 
increments in oxidative damage cause disruption in protein structure and 
function by altering the intracellular protein homeostasis and affecting the 
stability of oxidative protein modification.[31] For this reason, the present 
study demonstrated the effect of DMF treatments  (5, 25, and 50 µM) 
on protein carbonyl content in wild‑type  N2 worms and transgenic 
C. elegans (CL2006). The result exhibited protein carbonyl content level 
in 25 µM (43.9%, P  <.0001), followed by 5 µM (68.6%, P  <.0001) and 
50 µM (61.7%, P <.0001) in DMF exposed wild‑type worms as compared 
to 100% control  (0.05% DMSO) [Figure 4a]. Similarly, DMF treated 
CL2006 worms exhibited protein carbonyl contents level in 25 µM (59.5%, 
P < 0.0001) followed by 5 µM (71.3%, P = 0.0008) and 50 µM (74.6%, 
P = 0.0081) as compared to 100% control [Figure 4b]. The result suggests 
that dietary supplementation of DMF notably decreased the level of 
protein carbonyl content in wild‑type and transgenic C. elegans, thereby 
attenuating the oxidative stress and protecting against AD.
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5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone confers resistance 
against acute and chronic aldicarb
Aldicarb is acetylcholine  (ACh) esterase inhibitor which causes 
accumulation of ACh at the synapse which overstimulates muscles 
leading to paralysis in the worms.[31] To investigate the protective effect 
of DMF on acute and chronic aldicarb  (Ald) resistance in wildtype 

and CL2006 worms, we conducted the aldicarb assay with or without 
DMF treatments  (5, 25 and 50 µM). The result exhibited percentage 
of nonparalyzed AldiDMF treated wildtype worms in 5 µM  (45.5%, 
P = 0.0175), followed by 25 µM (73.3%, P = 0.0009) and 50 µM (56.6%, 
P = 0.002) as compared to untreated control (0.05% DMSO) [Figure 5a]. 
Similarly, we observed maximum percentage of nonparalyzed DMF 
treated CL2006 worms in 25 µM  (68.3%, P  =  0.0003) followed by 
5 µM (43.33%, P = 0.0009) and 50 µM (30%, P = 0.021) in the presence 
of 1 mM aldicarb as compared to untreated control [Figure 5b].
The DMF treated or untreated wildtype and CL2006 worms were exposed 
from embryos with or without aldicarb treatment (0.1 mM) to investigate 
the involvement of ACh in the lifespan extension. The worms treated 
with aldicarb became slightly contracted, and these worms died earlier 
than the DMF treated worms. The mean lifespan of AldDMF treated 
wildtype worms was observed in 5 µM (4.34 ± 0.19), 25 µM (5.14 ± 0.17) 
and 50 µM  (4.47  ±  0.17) as compared to untreated control  (0.05% 
DMSO)  (3.60  ±  0.13)  [Figure  5c and Table  2]. Whereas, AldDMF 
treated CL2006 worms exhibited mean lifespan in 5 µM (3.08 ± 0.12), 
25 µM (3.65 ± 0.14) and 50 µM (3.20 ± 0.14) with respect to untreated 
control (2.46 ± 0.09) [Figure 5d and Table 2]. Furthermore, the DMF was 
able to delay the sensitivity of wildtype and CL2006 worms in response 
to aldicarb treatment. Therefore, the results suggest that DMF provide 
resistance to the worms against acute and chronic aldicarb, thereby DMF 
modulating the ACh mediated neurotransmission.

Table 1: Delay of paralysis in Caenorhabditis elegans transgenic strain CL4176

Treatments Mean±SE (h) Minimum (h) Maximum (h) PT50 (h) P value
Control 29.06±0.305 24.0 32.0 29.0
DMF 5 µM 30.49±0.354 24.0 34.0 32.0 <0.0001**
DMF 25 µM 32.44±0.402 26.0 36.0 34.0 <0.0001 **
DMF 50 µM 29.92±0.391 25.0 35.0 30.0 <0.0001 **

 The PT50 values in hours were calculated from paralysis curve after 
temperature upshift for all DMF treatments with respect to untreated control.  
Differences between the data were considered significant at P≤0.05. Error 
bars represent means±SEM. SEM: Standard error of mean; **P≤0.0001; 
DMF: 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone; SE: Standard error

Figure  3: Measurement of reactive oxygen species levels in 
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treated  (5, 25 and 50 µM) CL2006 
strain. The age synchronized day 4 treated and non‑treated live worms 
were utilized to measure intracellular reactive oxygen species using 
2,7‑dichlorofluorescein diacetate dye at 37°C. The result exhibited low level 
of intracellular reactive oxygen species in 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone 
supplemented CL2006 worms as compared to vehicle control. The graph 
was plotted as relative change in reactive oxygen species compared 
to control at 100%. The data is statistically analyzed using ANOVA in 
ASSISTAT 7.7 beta statistical assistance software. Error bars represent 
means ± standard error of the mean. **P ≤ 0.0001

Figure  2:  (a) Effect of 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone on Aβ induced paralysis in CL4176 transgenic strain. Age synchronized CL4176 worms were 
fed with 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone  (5, 25 and 50 µM) or vehicle control on nematode growth medium plate containing OP‑50 as food source 
for 48  h prior to temperature up shift and scored for paralysis. To induce the transgene expression temperature was up shifted from 16°C to 25°C. 
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone (5, 25 and 50 µM) treated CL4176 worms were found to be non‑paralyzed in comparison to control worms. The data was 
processed using the Kaplan–Meir survival analysis in Medcalc 12.7.7.0 software. (b) PT50 values in hours (the time at which 50% of worms were paralyzed or 
dead after temperature upshift) for all 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treatments (5, 25 and 50 µM) were calculated from paralysis curve as compared to 
untreated control. Differences between the data were considered significant at P ≤ 0.05. Error bars represent means ± standard error of the mean. **P ≤ 0.0001
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5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone modulates the 
mRNA expression level of stress‑responsive and 
Alzheimer’s disease‑related genes
The protection against Aβ toxicity and oxidative stress in the 
transgenic C. elegans of AD model confer due to antioxidant 
property of DMF. Therefore, to investigate protective effects of DMF 
treatment against Aβ toxicity and oxidative in transgenic worms, 
the quantitative real‑time PCR was performed. The DMF  (25 µM) 
treatment significantly upregulated the mRNA expression level of 
sod‑1 (2.68‑fold, P = 0.0006), sod‑2 (3.17 fold, P < 0.0001), sod‑3 (4.26 
fold, P  <  0.0001), hsp‑16.2  (2.95 fold, <0.0001), ctl‑1  (2.20 fold, 
P = 0.0009), gst‑4 (3.01 fold, P < 0.0001), unc‑17 (1.43, P = 0.0016), 
unc‑50  (3.38, P < 0.0001) and cha‑1  (3.22, P = 0.0076) as compared 
to endogenous control β‑actin [Figure 6]. The up‑regulation of these 
stress‑responsive, ACh synthesis and transporter‑related genes suggest 
that DMF (25 µM) treatment might be contributed to the protection 
against Aβ toxicity and oxidative stress in the transgenic worms of 
AD.

DISCUSSION
The increasing occurrence of neurodegenerative diseases has become 
serious public health problems in the modern society. However, these 
deleterious changes due to neurodegenerative diseases have direct 
impact on physical, structural, and biological components of an organism 
that ultimately cause disease and death. These changes adversely affect 
liveliness of human’s life and enhance the mortality rate as a function of 
time. To overcome this problem, it is important to search for bioactive 
molecules which can be utilized in the prevention of neurodegenerative 
diseases. Moreover, various pharmacologically bioactive compounds 
from natural resources have become potential candidates to develop 
effective drug against age‑related diseases.[32] The maintenance of protein 
homeostasis plays major role in the healthspan and longevity promotion 
of organisms. The increased oxidative stress disrupts protein homeostasis 
with aging which leads to aggregation of misfolded proteins Aβ causes 
AD. The neurodegeneration in AD is characterized by progressive loss of 
memory and behavior in elderly population.[33] The major causative 
agents of neurodegeneration in AD are cerebral degeneration, neuronal 

Table 2: Lifespan analysis of wildtype and CL2006 worms in the exposure of chronic aldicarb at 20°C

Strains Treatments (µM) Mean 
lifespan

±SD ±SE Sample 
size (n)

Percentage 
change

P value

Wildtype (N2) Control + aldicarb 3.60 1.71 0.13 160
DMF 5 µM + aldicarb 4.34 2.40 0.19 160 20.5 <0.0001
DMF 25 µM + aldicarb 5.14 2.27 0.17 160 42.7 <0.0001
DMF 50 µM + aldicarb 4.47 2.24 0.17 160 24.1 <0.0001

CL2006 Control + aldicarb 2.46 1.26 0.09 160
DMF 5 µM + aldicarb 3.08 1.56 0.12 160 25.2 <0.0001
DMF 25 µM + aldicarb 3.65 1.86 0.14 160 48.37 <0.0001
DMF 50 µM + aldicarb 3.20 1.81 0.14 160 30.8 <0.0001

The wildtype N2 and CL2006 worms were treated with different concentrations of DMF (5 µM, 25 µM and 50 µM) and exposed with 0.1 mM aldicarb. The mean 
lifespan was calculated as the average number of days the worms survived in each test concentration. The data were processed using the Kaplan–Meir survival 
analysis in Medcalc 12.7.7.0 software. DMF: 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone; SE: Standard error; SD: Standard deviation

Figure  4:  (a) Effect of 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treatments  (5, 25 and 50 µM) on protein carbonyl contents in N2 worms. Age synchronized 
wild type worms were grown on OP‑50 seeded nematode growth medium plate with or without of 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone. The 
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treated or nontreated day 5 N2 worms were used for the protein carbonylation assay. The 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone 
treatments were found to decrease the level of protein carbonyl contents in treated N2 worms as compared with control. Error Bars represent means ± standard 
error of the mean. **P ≤ 0.0001. (b) Effect of 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treatments (5, 25 and 50 µM) on protein carbonyl contents in CL2006 worms. 
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treated (5, 25 and 50 µM) CL2006 worms were found to decrease the protein carbonyl content in comparison to control 
worms. The graph was plotted as relative change in protein carbonyl content in comparison to control at 100%. The data is statistically analyzed using 
ANOVA in ASSISTAT 7.7 beta statistical assistance software. Differences between the data were considered significant at P  ≤  0.05 error bars represent 
means ± standard error of the mean. **P ≤ 0.0001
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cell death, and abnormal accumulation of misfolded Aβ1‑42 peptides in 
the brain nerve cells.[33,34] The Aβ‑induced toxicity causes neurotoxic 
effects in the organisms which lead to impairment in the neurological 
function. Previous studies have reported that bioactive molecules with 
longevity promoting and stress modulating properties also possess 
neuroprotective effect and reduce Aβ toxicity in C. elegans.[28,35,36] We 
have recently reported anti‑aging and stress modulating potential of 
flavonoid DMF in wildtype C. elegans.[10] Therefore, the present article 
focused on the protective effects of DMF against AD by targeting Aβ 
toxicity and oxidative stress using transgenic C. elegans. To address this 
aspect, we utilized the unique transgenic strain CL4176 which express 
the human Aβ1‑42 in muscle tissues under temperature inducible system 

to study the anti‑paralysis effect of flavonoid DMF. The present findings 
suggest that DMF treatments  (5 µM, 25 µM and 50 µM) delayed 
Aβ‑induced paralysis in transgenic worms as compared to untreated 
control indicating that DMF protects the worms against Aβ 
toxicity [Figure 2a]. The most significant anti‑paralysis effect was found 
in the presence of 25 µM DMF as compared to other tested doses (5 µM 
and 50 µM) and untreated DMSO control. Previous investigations have 
reported that bioactive molecules might be beneficial at low 
concentrations and detrimental at high concentrations.[37,38] This biphasic 
dose response phenomenon is known as hormesis and caused by various 
bioactive molecules such as flavonoids, polyphenols, and others natural 
and synthetic molecules.[39] We also observed that 50 µM DMF exhibited 
less effective to C. elegans healthspan while better improvement in 

Figure  5:  (a) Acute aldicarb resistance in 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone supplemented wild type worms. The age synchronized 
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treated or untreated wildtype worms were exposed to aldicarb (1 mM) for 6 h. 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treatments 
(5, 25 and 50 µM) delay the effect of aldicarb on wildtype worms. Thus, 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone provides resistance to the worms in the presence of 
aldicarb treatment as compared with control. Differences between the data were considered significant at P ≤ 0.05. Error Bars represent means ± standard 
error of the mean. *P  ≤  0.05, **P  ≤  0.0001.  (b) Acute aldicarb resistance in 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone supplemented CL2006 worms. The age 
synchronized 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treated or untreated CL2006 worms were exposed to aldicarb (1 mM) for 6 h. 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone 
treatments (5, 25 and 50 µM) delay the effect of aldicarb on CL2006 worms. Thus, 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone provides resistance to the worms in 
the presence of aldicarb treatment as compared with control. Differences between the data were considered significant at P ≤ 0.05. Error bars represent 
means ± standard error of the mean. *P ≤ 0.05, **P ≤ 0.0001. (c) In chronic aldicarb assay, the age synchronized N2 wildtype worms were exposed to different 
concentrations of 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone  (5, 25 and 50 µM) in the presence of aldicarb treatment  (0.1 mM). 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone 
treatments exhibited significant increase in the lifespan of N2 worms in comparison to control in the presence of aldicarb. The lifespan data were processed 
using the Kaplan–Meir survival analysis in Medcalc 12.7.7.0 software. (d) The age synchronized CL2006 worms were exposed to different concentrations of 
5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone (5, 25 and 50 µM) in the presence of aldicarb treatment (0.1 mM). 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treatments exhibited 
significant increase in the lifespan of CL2006 worms in comparison to control in the presence of aldicarb. The lifespan data were processed using the 
Kaplan–Meir survival analysis in Medcalc 12.7.7.0 software
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C. elegans healthspan was found at 25 µM concentration of DMF as 
compared to untreated control. Based on previously reported 
dose‑dependent responses in lifespan assay of DMF,[10] 25 µM DMF was 
exhibited as optimum concentration other than 5 µM and 50 µM. The 
protection by DMF against Aβ induced toxicity might be contributed 
due to its antioxidative properties. Previously, it was reported that soy 
isoflavone glycitein could delay Aβ‑induced paralysis and provide 
protection against oxidative stress due to antioxidative properties of 
glycitein.[29] Similarly, it has also been reported previously that Ginkgo 
biloba extract EGb 761 protects against Aβ‑induced paralysis and 
oxidative stress in transgenic C. elegans.[36] The Aβ‑induced toxicity 
directly correlates with the oxidative stress in C. elegans. Oxidative stress 
has been postulated as major hallmark of aging‑associated 
neurodegenerative diseases such as, AD.[14] The aggregation of Aβ 
protein causes elevation in free radical formation and ROS which create 
imbalance in cellular redox system. Furthermore, DMF supplementation 
also significantly attenuated intracellular ROS level in the transgenic 
CL2006 worms as compared to nontreated control worms  [Figure  3]. 
The Aβ aggregates are produced by interaction of free radicals which 
have been reported as neurotoxic to the brain. Although, oxidative stress 
is assumed to occur before the Aβ aggregation suggesting that AD can be 
attributed to continuous exposure of oxidative stress, along with a 
destabilized cellular redox status.[40,41] The production of ROS due to Aβ 
peptide causes cellular and functional damage through protein 
carbonylation suggest that Aβ induced oxidative stress triggers 
Aβ‑induced paralysis in transgenic C. elegans.[29,42] The accumulation of 
protein carbonyl content is the result of oxidative and cellular damage.[43] 
In addition, DMF also reduced the protein carbonyl content in DMF 
treated wildtype and transgenic worms as compared to untreated 
control  [Figure  4a and b]. The reduced ACh level due to failure of 
cholinergic neuron is major cause of Alzheimer’s disease.[44] Thus, 
modulation in synaptic ACh level might be contributed in developing 
strategy for managing age‑related disease such as AD. Furthermore, the 
aldicarb sensitivity method was performed using wild‑type  N2 and 

CL2006 worms to understand the neurotransmission and modulation of 
synaptic ACh level in AD.[27] The present result based on this method 
indicates that DMF treatment modulated the ACh mediated 
neurotransmission at the presynaptic  [Figure 5a‑d]. In addition, DMF 
treatment conferred resistance against acute and chronic aldicarb 
exposure in the wild‑type N2 and AD model CL2006 worms [Figure 5a‑d]. 
Thus, DMF mediated protection against amyloid β toxicity is dependent 
on modulation of ACh level. The free radical theory of aging suggests 
that elevation in free radicals create imbalance between ROS and 
antioxidant defense system which disrupts the cellular key components. 
The group of antioxidant genes which encode antioxidant enzymes in 
the cellular defense system neutralize the adverse effects of ROS. The 
cellular antioxidant enzymes such as superoxide dismutase (sod‑1, sod‑2 
and sod‑3), catalase (ctl‑1), and glutathione S transferase (gst‑4) detoxify 
the cellular ROS and reduce the Aβ toxicity in the organisms.[45] The 
result exhibited up‑regulation of genes, namely, sod‑1, sod‑2, sod‑3, 
hsp‑16.2, ctl‑1, gst‑4 unc‑17, unc‑50, and cha‑1 with respect to endogenous 
control β‑actin in the DMF supplemented worms [Figure 6]. The casual 
relationship between ROS and Aβ toxicity has been long debated in the 
field.[31] These stress‑responsive genes play significant role in cellular 
response against oxidative stress and provide protection to the 
organisms.[45] Therefore, elevation in expression of these genes suggests 
that DMF may provide protection against amyloid β toxicity and 
oxidative stress due to its antioxidative property. The accumulation of 
free radicals or insufficient antioxidant supply disrupts cellular redox 
balance which contributes to aging and age‑related neurodegenerative 
diseases. The disturbance in cellular redox homeostasis leads to impaired 
cellular function and causes age‑related neurodegenerative diseases. 
Thus, dietary interventions with increased antioxidative defence 
response will provide protection to cellular system against Aβ‑induced 
toxicity and oxidative stress in the organisms. The unc‑17 gene encodes a 
synaptic vesicle ACh transporter which is highly conserved in Drosophila 
and humans.[44] UNC‑17 plays key role in embryonic development and is 
involved in cholinergic neurons for loading ACh in synaptic vesicles to 
which UNC‑17 is localized.[44] Whereas, unc‑50 gene encodes an integral 
membrane protein which is orthologous to Golgi components of 
Saccharomyces cerevisiae. UNC‑50 regulates specific ionotropic ACh 
receptor trafficking to the cell surface and further required for normal 
synaptic neurotransmission at the neuromuscular junction.[44] The cha‑1 
gene encodes a choline acetyltransferase enzyme that synthesize ACh is 
expressed in the neurons. This gene is necessary for viability, growth, 
locomotion, and sensitivity to ACh esterase inhibitor of the worms.[44] 
Therefore, up‑regulation of unc‑17, unc‑52, and cha‑1 genes in DMF 
supplemented worms indicating that DMF treatment modulates ACh 
level and improves cholinergic neurons response in AD worms. 
Altogether, these findings suggest that the therapeutic potential of 
flavonoid DMF might be contributed due to its antioxidant and ACh 
modulating properties in the prevention of AD.

CONCLUSION
This study demonstrated the neuroprotective effects of flavonoid DMF 
against neurodegenerative disease like AD by reducing oxidative stress. 
DMF treatments  (5, 25 and 50 µM) delayed Aβ‑induced paralysis, 
reduced ROS level and protein carbonyl contents in transgenic worm 
models of AD. The flavonoid DMF also modulated ACh level and 
provided resistance against acute and chronic aldicarb. Furthermore, 
DMF also elevated the mRNA expression of antioxidant and ACh 
modulating genes in AD worms. This is the first study to report the 
neuroprotective effects of DMF in transgenic model of AD. Thus, 
future investigations are needed to develop useful strategies for natural 
drug‑based prevention and treatment of neurodegenerative diseases.

Figure 6: The relative quantification of stress responsive and AD related 
genes in 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone  (25 µM) exposed CL2006 
worms. 5,7‑dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone treatment upregulates the 
expression level of genes sod‑1, sod‑2, sod‑3, hsp‑16.2, ctl‑1 gst‑4, unc‑17, 
unc‑50 and cha‑1. β‑actin (act‑1) was used as endogenous control and the 
relative expression level was quantified using real time polymerase chain 
reaction using Ct  (∆∆Ct) method. The data were statistically analyzed 
using ANOVA in ASSISTAT 7.7 beta statistical assistance software. Error 
bars represent means ± standard error of the mean. **P ≤ 0.001



JYOTSNA ASTHANA, et al.: 5,7‑Dihydroxy‑4‑methoxyflavone Mediates Neuroprotective Effects in C. elegans

S64� Pharmacognosy Magazine, Volume 14, Issue 55, April-June 2018 (Supplement 1)

Financial support and sponsorship
Nil.

Conflicts of interest
There are no conflicts of interest.

REFERENCES
1.  Prince M, Jackson J. World Alzheimer’s Report. London: Alzheimer’s Disease International; 

2009.

2.  Di Carlo G, Mascolo N, Izzo AA, Capasso F. Flavonoids: Old and new aspects of a class of 

natural therapeutic drugs. Life Sci 1999;65:337‑53.

3.  Ebrahimi  A, Schluesener  H. Natural polyphenols against neurodegenerative disorders: 

Potentials and pitfalls. Ageing Res Rev 2012;11:329‑45.

4.  Pant A, Pandey R. Bioactive phytomolecules and aging in Caenorhabditis elegans. Healthy 

Aging Res 2015;4:1‑15.

5.  Lirio SB, Macabeo AP, Paragas EM, Knorn M, Kohls P, Franzblau SG, et al. Antitubercular 

constituents from Premna odorata Blanco. J Ethnopharmacol 2014;154:471‑4.

6.  Dianita R, Jantan  I. Ethnomedicinal uses, phytochemistry and pharmacological aspects of 

the genus Premna: A review. Pharm Biol 2017;55:1715‑39.

7.  Pan MH, Lai CS, Wang YJ, Ho CT. Acacetin suppressed LPS‑induced up‑expression of iNOS 

and COX‑2 in murine macrophages and TPA‑induced tumor promotion in mice. Biochem 

Pharmacol 2006;72:1293‑303.

8.  Hsu YL, Kuo PL, Liu CF, Lin CC. Acacetin‑induced cell cycle arrest and apoptosis in human 

non‑small cell lung cancer A549 cells. Cancer Lett 2004;212:53‑60.

9.  Shen KH, Hung SH, Yin LT, Huang CS, Chao CH, Liu CL, et al. Acacetin, a flavonoid, inhibits 

the invasion and migration of human prostate cancer DU145 cells via inactivation of the p38 

MAPK signaling pathway. Mol Cell Biochem 2010;333:279‑91.

10.  Asthana  J, Mishra  BN, Pandey  R. Acacetin promotes healthy aging by altering stress 

response in Caenorhabditis elegans. Free Radic Res 2016;50:861‑74.

11.  Ramassamy C. Emerging role of polyphenolic compounds in the treatment of neurodegenerative 

diseases: A review of their intracellular targets. Eur J Pharmacol 2006;545:51‑64.

12.  Ho YS, So KF, Chang RC. Anti‑aging herbal medicine – How and why can they be used in 

aging‑associated neurodegenerative diseases? Ageing Res Rev 2010;9:354‑62.

13.  Spagnuolo C, Napolitano M, Tedesco I, Moccia S, Milito A, Russo GL, et al. Neuroprotective 

role of natural polyphenols. Curr Top Med Chem 2016;16:1943‑50.

14.  Butterfield  DA. Amyloid beta‑peptide  (1‑42)‑induced oxidative stress and neurotoxicity: 

Implications for neurodegeneration in Alzheimer’s disease brain. A review. Free Radic Res 

2002;36:1307‑13.

15.  Uttara  B, Singh  AV, Zamboni  P, Mahajan  RT. Oxidative stress and neurodegenerative 

diseases: A  review of upstream and downstream antioxidant therapeutic options. Curr 

Neuropharmacol 2009;7:65‑74.

16.  Drake J, Link CD, Butterfield DA. Oxidative stress precedes fibrillar deposition of Alzheimer’s 

disease amyloid beta‑peptide (1‑42) in a transgenic Caenorhabditis elegans model. Neurobiol 

Aging 2003;24:415‑20.

17.  Jamasbi E, Wade JD, Separovic F, Hossain MA. Amyloid beta (Aβ) peptide and factors that 

play important roles in Alzheimer’s disease. Curr Med Chem 2016;23:884‑92.

18.  Awasthi M, Singh S, Pandey VP, Dwivedi UN. Alzheimer’s disease: An overview of amyloid 

beta dependent pathogenesis and its therapeutic implications along with in silico approaches 

emphasizing the role of natural products. J Neurol Sci 2016;361:256‑71.

19.  Brenner S. The genetics of Caenorhabditis elegans. Genetics 1974;77:71‑94.

20.  Guarente L, Kenyon C. Genetic pathways that regulate ageing in model organisms. Nature 

2000;408:255‑62.

21.  Fabian  TJ, Johnson  TE. Production of age‑synchronous mass cultures of Caenorhabditis 

elegans. J Gerontol 1994;49:B145‑56.

22.  Morimoto RI. Stress, aging, and neurodegenerative disease. Mol Bio Cell 2004;15:657‑64.

23.  Prahlad  V, Morimoto  RI. Integrating the stress response: Lessons for neurodegenerative 

diseases from C. Elegans. Trends Cell Biol 2009;19:52‑61.

24.  Dostal V, Link CD. Assaying beta-amyloid toxicity using a transgenic C. elegans model. J Vis 

Exp 2010;44:e2252. DOI: 2210.3791/2252.

25.  Asthana  J, Yadav  D, Pant  A, Yadav  AK, Gupta  MM, Pandey  R, et  al. Acacetin 

7‑O‑α‑l‑rhamnopyranosyl  (1‑2) β‑D‑xylopyranoside elicits life‑span extension and stress 

resistance in Caenorhabditis elegans. J Gerontol A Biol Sci Med Sci 2016;71:1160‑8.

26.  Hawkins CL, Morgan PE, Davies MJ. Quantification of protein modification by oxidants. Free 

Radic Biol Med 2009;46:965‑88.

27.  Mahoney TR, Luo S, Nonet ML. Analysis of synaptic transmission in Caenorhabditis elegans 

using an aldicarb‑sensitivity assay. Nat Protoc 2006;1:1772‑7.

28.  Saharia  K, Arya  U, Kumar  R, Sahu  R, Das  CK, Gupta  K, et  al. Reserpine modulates 

neurotransmitter release to extend lifespan and alleviate age‑dependent aβ proteotoxicity in 

Caenorhabditis elegans. Exp Gerontol 2012;47:188‑97.

29.  Gutierrez‑Zepeda  A, Santell  R, Wu  Z, Brown  M, Wu  Y, Khan  I, et  al. Soy isoflavone 

glycitein protects against beta amyloid‑induced toxicity and oxidative stress in transgenic 

Caenorhabditis elegans. BMC Neurosci 2005;6:54.

30.  Azevêdo JC, Borges KC, Genovese MI, Correia RT, Vattem DA.Neuroprotective effects of 

dried camu-camu (Myrciaria dubia HBK McVaugh) residue in C. elegans. Food Res Inter 

2015;73:135-41.

31.  Smith MA, Rottkamp CA, Nunomura A, Raina AK, Perry G. Oxidative stress in Alzheimer’s 

disease. BBA Mol Basis Dis 2000;1502:139‑44.

32.  Ngoungoure VL, Schluesener J, Moundipa PF, Schluesener H. Natural polyphenols binding 

to amyloid: A broad class of compounds to treat different human amyloid diseases. Mol Nutr 

Food Res 2015;59:8‑20.

33.  Barnham KJ, Masters CL, Bush AI. Neurodegenerative diseases and oxidative stress. Nat 

Rev Drug Discov 2004;3:205‑14.

34.  Lublin  AL, Link  CD. Alzheimer’s disease drug discovery: In vivo screening using 

Caenorhabditis elegans as a model for β‑amyloid peptide‑induced toxicity. Drug Discov Today 

Technol 2013;10:e115‑9.

35.  Pant A, Prakash P, Pandey R, Kumar R. Syzygium aromaticum (L.) elicits lifespan extension 

and attenuates age‑related Aβ‑induced proteotoxicity in Caenorhabditis elegans. Cogn Biol 

2016;2:1218412.

36.  Wu  Y, Wu  Z, Butko  P, Christen  Y, Lambert  MP, Klein  WL, et  al. Amyloid‑beta‑induced 

pathological behaviors are suppressed by Ginkgo biloba extract EGb 761 and ginkgolides in 

transgenic Caenorhabditis elegans. J Neurosci 2006;26:13102‑13.

37.  Calabrese  EJ, Shamoun  DY, Hanekamp  JC. Cancer risk assessment: Optimizing human 

health through linear dose‑response models. Food Chem Toxicol 2015;81:137‑40.

38.  Fang  EF, Waltz  TB, Kassahun  H, Lu  Q, Kerr  JS, Morevati  M, et  al. Tomatidine enhances 

lifespan and healthspan in C.  Elegans through mitophagy induction via the SKN‑1/Nrf2 

pathway. Sci Rep 2017;7:46208.

39.  Rattan  SI. Biogerontology: From here to where? The lord Cohen medal lecture‑2011. 

Biogerontology 2012;13:83‑91.

40.  Butterfield  DA, Lauderback  CM. Lipid peroxidation and protein oxidation in Alzheimer’s 

disease brain: Potential causes and consequences involving amyloid beta‑peptide‑associated 

free radical oxidative stress. Free Radic Biol Med 2002;32:1050‑60.

41.  Smith JV, Luo Y. Elevation of oxidative free radicals in Alzheimer’s disease models can be 

attenuated by Ginkgo biloba extract EGb 761. J Alzheimers Dis 2003;5:287‑300.

42.  Squier TC. Oxidative stress and protein aggregation during biological aging. Exp Gerontol 

2001;36:1539‑50.

43.  Levine  RL, Stadtman  ER. Oxidative modification of proteins during aging. Exp Gerontol 

2001;36:1495‑502.

44.  Sammi SR, Mishra DP, Trivedi S, Smita SS, Nagar A, Tandon S, et al. Citrus hystrix‑derived 3, 

7‑dimethyloct‑6‑enal and 3, 7‑dimethyloct‑6‑enyl acetate ameliorate acetylcholine deficits. 

RSC Adv 2016;6:68870‑84.

45.  Rattan SI. Theories of biological aging: Genes, proteins, and free radicals. Free Radic Res 

2006;40:1230‑8.


